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THE READING TABLE 
Instructor's Manual for Music Appreciation 
Huor 1929-1930. By Walter Damrosch. New 
York: National Broadcasting Company, Inc. 
Everyone who is in hearing distance of a radio 
now has the opportunity to take a course in music 
appreciation under Walter Damrosch each Friday 
morning at eleven and eleven-thirty o'clock. All 
radio audiences know Walter Damrosch, former 
conductor of the New York Symphony, the musi- 
cal director who has done so much not only in 
giving entertainment to millions but who now is 
attempting^ to bring musical instruction to all, 
especially in schools and colleges. He has given 
for several years a series of educational concerts, 
programs played by his orchestra with explan- 
atory comments by himself. 
In The Instructor's Manual, a book containing 
the programs of his concerts for 1929-30, Dam- 
rosch has compiled along with each program, a 
set of questions which are intended to provide a 
means of testing the ability of the pupil to com- 
prehend and to remember the explanations given 
during his radio concerts. The answers that are 
printed with the questions are by no means arbi- 
trary but are meant to serve only as a guide to 
the teachers. The method of using the questions 
is left entirely to the discretion of the teacher. 
The programs in the Instructor's Manual are 
arranged in four series—Grades 3 and 4, grades S 
and 6, grades 7, 8, and 9, and high schools, col- 
leges, and music clubs. There are twelve lessons 
in each series with an entirely new and different 
set of programs for each one of each series, thus 
giving a wide range and great variety. 
Would that all of us could take advantage of 
this opportunity! 
Principles of Chemistry. By Joseph H. Roe. 
St. Louis : The C. V. Mosby Co. 1929. Pp. 
420. $2.50. 
This is an extraordinary textbook of inorganic, 
organic, and physiological chemistry for nurses 
and students of home economics and applied 
chemistry. This new edition contains several 
chapters which were not included in the old edi- 
tion (1927), namely, the Chemistry of the Blood 
(5 pages), the Internal Secretions (11 pages), the 
Chemistry of Excretion (10 pages), Chemical 
Nomenclature (S pages). Additional experiments 
have also been introduced. 
This book presents chemistry from the modern 
point of view and is clearly written. Some topics 
appear to be treated rather briefly, but this is 
more or less inevitable in a course aimed to meet 
the need of nurses who give only forty-five to 
sixty hours to the course. 
It is fortunate that the author gives attention, 
even though it must be slight, to the new theory 
of the structure of matter. The writer believes 
that this should be given even to high school 
students. 
In the judgment of the reviewer, this book is 
well adapted to its purpose as far as nurses are 
concerned. When it comes to students of home 
economics, it seems that a more extended and 
thorough treatment of physiological chemistry is 
necessary. 
Fred. C. Mabee 
Introduction to Science. By Otis William Cald- 
well and Francis Day Curtis. New York: 
Ginn and Co. 1929. Pp. 658. $1.68. 
This textbook on general science uses, in the 
judgment of the reviewer, the best modern prac- 
tices in this field. There are many strong points 
to this book: (1) Eighty-eight experiments are 
included in the book, as are also twenty-six pro- 
jects; (2) Special reports are listed; (3) A sim- 
ple_ statement of 14 characteristics of the scientific 
attitude are listed, followed by puzzles and games 
which give practice in the use of these attitudes. 
This is the first book known to the writer which 
utilizes this scheme, a most excellent feature. 
(4) The vocabulary has been scientifically checked 
by the vocabulary studies of Thorndike and Pow- 
ers. (5) The subject matter is organized on the 
unit plan. (6) The material is arranged on three 
levels of difficulty which provides for assignments 
on the basis of individual differences in ability. 
(7) The selection of subject matter is based on 
an investigation by Curtis, which synthesized the 
results of all published researches in this field. 
(8) There are excellent illustrations. 
One suggestion: it would have been well to in- 
clude the price of the books in the list entitled, 
"Books You Will Like to Read." 
Every general science teacher in Virginia should 
have a copy of this book. 
Fred C. Mabee 
Hollis Dann Music Course: A Manual for 
Teachers. By Hollis Dann. New York: Sil- 
ver Burdette and Co. 1929. Pp. 280. $1.00. 
This manual is intended for supervisors and 
classroom teachers using the Hollis Dann Music 
Series. While not changing the general principles 
or order of development, this manual is much 
more in keeping with modern education. The 
standards, grade by grade, found at the end of 
each chapter, are most helpful. 
E. T. Shaeffer 
ALUMNAE NEWS 
GLEE CLUB REUNION 
There is a proverb that says—"long ab- 
sent, soon forgotten," which the Glee Club 
wants to refute by having a reunion of its 
former members at Commencement time in 
June. Twisting the meaning a little—long 
absence from Blue Stone Hill may have 
caused some of its daughters to forget that 
they ever sang in the Glee Club and enjoyed 
its hard work and good times together. 
Therefore a reunion will give all those 
and the others who do remember a chance 
to renew old acquaintances, "reminisce" 
about the "good old times" when they were 
in the club, and meet those many other girls 
who are Glee Club members. 
